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8 STEPHANIE GARBER

followed or stalked by that deceitful, apple-eating scoundrel

'ivhose name she r.vouldn't even tl-rink.

Evangeline checked behind her shoulder. Her lantern's ocher

glow chased the nearby shadows away, but the bulk of Wolf
Hall's royal library stacks were nebulous rvith night.

She fidgeted nervously, and the lantern flickered. Evangeline

had never been afraid of the dark before. Dark was for stars and

dreams and the magic that took place in befween days. Before

losing her parents, she had constellatiori-watched with her fa-

ther and listened to her mother te1l stories by candlelight. And

Evangeline had never been frightened,

But it wasn't actuaily the dark or the night that she feared. It
was the spider-thin prickle crawling across her shoulder blades.

It had been with her since the moment she'd stepped out of
her royal suite on a mission to unlock this door, in the hopes it
would lead her to a cure that would save her husband, Apollo.

The uncanny sensation was so subtle, at first she let herself

think it was merely paranoia.

She wasnt being fo11owed.

Shed heard no steps.

Until . . .

Evangeline peered into the library's dark, and a pair of inhu-

man eyes stared back. Silver blue and brilliant and broken-star

bright. She imagined they shone just to taunt her. But Evan-

geline knew that even if they sparlded now, even if these eryes

1it up the dark and tempted her to lower her light, she couldn't

trust them. And she couldn't trust him.

THE BALI



a^ol ol .4\or{ 
^\oDI 

},UPIP

oq osnereg'8un1zerq aqr p1p oi1,&r euo oLI} sE.,!\ eq-rtelr plsd-rc

sE.t\ tr./{ou }ng'a^ol ro-} pa>lool3r.{ sE JsAo puE ra^o ueIoJg pErl

uE3r.{ sItI asnEJeg >lBerquEaq poolsropun slrEeH -+o erurrd ar{]

JuEouI tuql ala{eg o1 q8noue er\rtU ueeg aJuo pzq eur1e8ur^g

'sasdJoJ Jo IrEJI E Uel p,eq '.raq roJ perlJrEes p,orl su pur 'a,,ro1

enJ] euo srq lderxa 1u oi,{1puep s?.r\ ssDI srq prtS serro}s aql
'oJuorJSuoJ Jo s]EJour lnor{}L,!\,,(1a-rrltra pue uolrrp pue alrssesqo

se,ilt aH 'sz,tt .4,1n;1 s>puf 1zq.,n 1a8-ro3,+lesJoq ]al releu pFoJ erls

/reDI aurle8uzag tng'e]tsC Surtrpcpc uuqr doqalq?ls sseplf,al

erour pe>lool eq '.anlg tq8rupru: e^rlrnpes Jo pEalsur uaplo8 ,nou

riErl PeJSnol sq iill^\'lEoJI{l eqt }E Sutssttu suounq PUu srurB u?al

dn pa,togs saleels qlr./v\(ur pelrnt ,{1asoo1 sE/( tJnls .{zr8-elotus

srH'srasnorl slq;o sraryod eql olur spurri srq pe^oris slcuf

,,'nol aas ol luurlA l,uop I puz ,plp

no,4. }uq.tt ./vrou>l L,'lzapl ueeq a^Er1 plno,r JaAe.To3;-1e8uo1,{nrltr

palers e^Eq plno.u eq padoq p,aqs pu? 'rurq a,rorue.r sp:en8 aql

p?rJ p.aqs arurs sdzp o1\\l ueag lpo puq 11,,'s1:uf ',{e.,nr o3,,

'pror\s E oIIJ rrretu?l req paqltnlc aurla8ue,tE

'urc8u ]l otul qteat srq

{uns purl slrz[3r se 'pegqo:q] ueq]'3un1s puno.M\ aql'ruf,s ]rEer{

uoloJq Sururuua-r auo Jer{ ol u^\op lue.&r lrrll sseJrl Surp}asun

uE (sr.ure req ralo prls sepBlq replnoqs req Jo 3ur13urr aq1

'rulr{ Jo PI?ry? useq e^Er{ PInoqs

tq8ru eqt JI sE poloru eH 'ralo sE eruospu?q puu luapguor lel
luelopur 'urrp eq] Jo lno Jaluncs urrq pai{Jlu,,v\ oLIS sE o} lou
elqrssodur sBAr lr ]nq'aruuu srq >lurlll ot lou parJ] eris 's7to[

U'dIdV UgAgNI CO CIVTTVII gHI

lpPFoc ar{s'rt{t1 rag

sale asegf y ua/ra 'anr

-uEAg tng'raq lrmEt

JEls-ue>lorg PrrE luErfi

-nqurJo r.mdu puetn

Jlesraq ]el aqs tsrg lE'
'o1ody'puzqsnq raq

11 sadoq eq] ur'roop sr

Jo ]no peddars paqs r

'sewlg rePlnoqs rrr{ s!

lI'PerEeJ erls IBI{r rqSl

puy'lq81a1puzc,(q sa

-BJ rar{ q}I/t4. PeqrlEn-
aJoJeg'slzp uaarnraq r

Pu? srsts JoJ ssrn{rBc

aurle8uuag'pore>lrrtr E

'rg8ru qrr,tr

-IIoAA Jo >llnq eqt tnq

Jeqro s(uJoluBl JaH'Jar

Iarpunols Surrua-aldd

Eff':



1O STEPHANIE GARBER

Jacks spoke softly. "I understand if 1'ou're upset-"

"If"Evangeline cut in. "You poisoned my husb:rnd!"

Jacks lifted his shoulders in an insouciant shrug. "I didn't

killhim."
"That's not something ycu earn points for." She fought to

keep her voice from cracking.

Until then, Evangeline hadnt realized that a part of her still

held on to a sliver of hope that Jacks lvas innocent. But he

rn'asrt't even trying to deny it. He didnt care that Apollo was lit-

tle more than a corpse, just as he hadn't cared u,'hen Evangeline

had been turned to stone.

"You need to stop holding me to human st:rndards,"Jacks

clrawled. "I'm a Fate."

"fhat's exactly why I don't want to see t'ou. Since I mct 1'ou,

my first love was turned to stone,lwas turned to stonc, tl-ren I

was turned into a fugitive, multiple people have triecl to tnurder

me, and you poisoned my husband-"

"Vru already said that one."

Evangeline glowered,

Jacks sighed and leaned against a nearby bookshelf- as if her

feelings were the emotional equivalent of a sneeze-something

to be gotten over quicklv, or avoided simpl1, by stepping out of

the way. "I'm not going to apologize for being what I am' And

you're conveniently frirgetting that before we met, you \'vere a

sad orphan with a broken heart and a wicked stepsister. After I

stepped in, you became the sweetheart savior of \hlenda, mar-

ried a prince, and became a princess."
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12 STIiPHANIT GARBER

He smirked, flashing dimples he didn't deserve. "I'm almost

ternpted to test that claim. But you'll have to do more than

wound me if you wish to get rid of me."Jacks pul1ed an in-

tensely white apple from his pocket and started tossing it. "If
you really want me out of your lif'e forever, help me find the

missing stones and open the Valory Arch. Then I promise you'll

never see me again."

'As much as I'd love that,I'm never going to open that arch

fbr you."

"What about for Apollo?"

Evangeline felt a sl-rarp stab of pain for the prince and an-

other flare of anger for Jacks. "Don't vou dare say his name."

Jacks grinned wider,looking oddly pleased by her anger. "lf
you agree to help me ,I'll wake him from his suspended state."

"Ifyou actuallybelieve I would do that,i,oute delusional,"Her

first bargain with Jacks was the start of this entire mess. There

would be no more deals rvith him, no more partncrships, no

more anything. "I don't need you to save Apollo. I've found

another way." Evangeline lifled her chin toward the sealed 1i-

brary door.It was still half-covered in shadow, but she swore the

crowned wolf's head grinned as if it kner.v that she was the oue

who'd Iinally open its lock.

Jacks took one look at the door and chuckled. qr-riet and

mocking. "You think you'll fincl a cure for Apolb in there?"

"I know I will."

Jacks laughed again, darker this time, and took a cheerful

THE BALI
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\rangeline stepped through the door, and the ground be-

neath her crumbled as if her slippers had fbund cmckers

instead of stones. It was rather like her hope: rapidlv

disintcgrating.

This room was supposed to hold shelves of books on tlre

Valors, answers to her qttestions, a cure for Prince Apollo. But

there was only a wheeze of cloud1' air, wafting in swiris around

a dramatically carved marble arch.

Evangel-ine closed her eyes and opened them as if she t:ould

blink the arch away and the precious books would appcar in its

place. Sadly, Evangeline's blinks did not contain magic'

Still, she refused to give up,

In the Meridian Empire, r,vhere she was from, this arch

would have just been a decorative curve of carved rr-rck, large

enough to frame a set of doors. But this was the lVlagnificent
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